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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S,C- 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 

l,„3u.3,. jy / J J y / 

2. Claims 32,33,37,38,42,43, and 47 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Poger et al, (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,772,420 hereinafter ^^Poger") . 

3. Referring to apparatus claim 32, method claim 37, and 
system claim 42, Poger teaches an information processing 
apparatus (item 115 in figure 1) connected with an external 
information processing apparatus (item 110 in figure 1) and a 
peripheral apparatus (items 154 and 156 in figure 1) via a 
network (item 120 in figure 1), comprising: 

obtaining means for obtaining a device driver (network 
device 115 receives driver software from server 110) , which 
controls the peripheral device, delivered by the external 
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information processing apparatus (server 110) in response to a 
delivery of the device driver to the external information 
processing apparatus (see step 240 in figure 2) , wherein the 
device driver is obtained from the external information 
processing apparatus without issuing to the external information 
processing apparatus a request for the device driver (see lines 
43-47 of column 5, note Poger teaches the driver is installed 
automatically) ; and 

control means for preparing the device driver obtained by 
the obtaining means so that the device driver is in an 
executable state (see lines 39-42 of column 2, note that 
preparing the driver so that it is in an executable state is 
part of the installation process) . 

4. Referring to apparatus claim 33, method claim 38, and 
system claim 43, Poger teaches the information processing 
apparatus further comprising driving means for, after obtaining 
the device driver, executing the device driver in response to 
completion of preparation of the device driver to drive the 
peripheral device (see lines 39-42 of column 1, note once the 
information processing device has the driver installed it can 
start controlling the peripheral) . 
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5. Referring to claim 47, Poger teaches a network system 
comprising a peripheral device (items 154 and 156 in figure 1) , 
a first information processing apparatus (server 110 in figure 
1) storing a device driver (item 138 in figure 1 memory for 
storing driver software) for driving the peripheral device, and 
a second information processing apparatus (see item 115 in 
figure 1) , 

wherein said first information processing apparatus 
includes : 

transfer means for transferring the device driver from said 
first information processing apparatus without receiving a 
request for obtaining the device driver from said second 
information processing apparatus (driver software transferred 
from server 110 to network device 115, see lines 27-35 of column 
5) , and 

wherein said second information processing apparatus 
includes : 

obtaining means for obtaining, from said first information 
processing apparatus, the device driver transferred from said 
first information processing apparatus network device 115 
receives driver software from server 110; and storing means 
(item 158 in figure 1) for storing the driver and setting the 
peripheral device to a controllable status in response to the 
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obtaining means obtaining the device driver (see lines 39-42 of 
column 2, note that preparing the driver so that it is in an 
executable state is part of the installation process) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 34,36,39,41,44, and 46 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Poger in view of Marbry 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,692,111 hereinafter '^Marbry"). 

8. Referring to apparatus claim 34, method claim 39, and 
system claim 44, Poger fails to teach the peripheral device 
includes a printing apparatus and the device driver is a printer 
driver . 

Marbry teaches, in an analogous system, the above 
limitation (see lines 18-35 of column 3) . 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify Poger 
with the above teachings of Marbry in order to execute print 
jobs over the network as suggested by Marbry (see iiens. 1-11 of 
column 2) • 

9. Referring to apparatus claim 36, method claim 41, and 
system claim 46, Marbry the obtaining means remotely calls a 
reception program for receiving the device driver in the 
external information processing apparatus via a remote procedure 
call (see lines 16-35 of column 1) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify Poger 
with the above teachings of Marbry for the same reasons as 
mentioned above. 

10. Claims 35,40, and 45 are rejected under 35 U-S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Poger in view Marbry as applied to 
claims 34,39, and 44 above, and further in view of Shitnizu et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 6, 609,162 hereinafter ''Shimizu"). 

11. Referring to apparatus claim 35, method claim 40, and 
system claim 45, the combination of Poger and Marbry fails to 



Application/Control Number: 10/773,418 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2182 

teach the information processing apparatus having input means 
for inputting image information, wherein the driving means 
controls the printing apparatus to print the image information 
by executing the device driver. 

Shimizu teaches, in an analogous system, an information 
processing apparatus (item 102 in figure 2) having input means 
for inputting image information (item 201 in figure 2) , wherein 
the driving means controls the printing apparatus to print the 
image information by executing the device driver (see lines 27- 
36 of column 4) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
Poger-Marbry combination with the above teachings of Shimizu in 
order to provide a data processing apparatus having improved 
operability which can use a realizable function via a network as 
if the function is provided by a single device as suggested by 
Shimizu (see paragraph bridging columns 1 and 2) . 

Conclusion 

1. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. The following US 
Patent is cited to further show the state of the art as it 
pertains to the applicant's invention: 
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US Patent No. 6,789,111 teaches a method and system for 
installing drivers for newly installed peripheral devices 
automatically; 

U.S. Patent No- 5,640,562 to Wold et al. teaches preparing 
a driver so that it is in an executable state is part of the 
driver installation process. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Eron J. 
Sorrell whose telephone number is 571 272-4160. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Kim Huynh can be 
reached on 571-272-4147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-10.00. 
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October 18, 2006 




